
^ 1 





CH.26 WAVERING 3 

CH.27 SELF-AWARE 21 

CH.28 INEXPLICABLE 39 

CH.29 NEW FRIEND 57 

CH.30 MELTING... 79 

CH.31 DECISION 97 

CH.32 HINA' S RESOLVE 115 

CH.33 TRUE FEELINGS 133 

CH.34 THE DISTANCE BETWEEN THEM 150 

CH.35 DOOR 173 



CHAPTER 26: WAVERING 





...HE 
HAD ANY 

INTENTION 
OF GETTING 
DIVORCED. 

DIDN'T 
THINK 

RE¬ 
SEARCH¬ 

ING AT 
THE 

UNIVER¬ 
SITY HAD 
ALWAYS 

BEEN HIS 
DREAM, 

SO WHEN THE 
DAUGHTER OF A 
PROFESSOR HE 
FELT INDEBTED 

TO PROPOSED TO 
HIM, HE COULDN'T 

JUST TURN HER 
DOWN. 

HOWEVER, 
ONCE THEY 

STARTED LIVING 
TOGETHER, 
HER SELF¬ 

ISHNESS AND 
CONTROLLING 
NATURE MADE 

THEM CON¬ 
STANTLY BUTT 

HEADS. 

...BUT IT 
SEEMS HIS 
MARRIAGE 
WAS ANY¬ 

THING BUT A 
HAPPY ONE. 

SEEMED 
TO DRAIN 
THE LIFE 
OUT OF 

HIM. 



AND 
YET, 

SINCE 
ABOUT 

TWO 
YEARS 
OR SO 
AGO... 

...HE 
STARTED 

CHEERING 
UP AGAIN 

FOR SOME 
REASON. 





YOU'RE 
A POOR 
ACTOR. 

STILL 
AWAKE, 
I SEE. YOU DON'T 

LOOK LIKE 
YOU'RE ASLEEP 

WITH YOUR 
BODYALL 

TENSE LIKE 
THAT. 

CAN'T 
SLEEP? 



WANT ME TO 
SING you A 
LULLABY? 

I'M 
NOT A 

TODDLER 

OUST WHERE 
SHOULD 

SOMEONE 
CHANNEL 

FEELINGS... 

...THAT WILL 
NEVER BEAR 
FRUIT NOR 

BE FOR¬ 
GOTTEN? 



THAT'S 
> COLD! 

LOOK, 
LOOK/ 

THERE ARE 
TINY FISH 
IN HERE/ 

m.IIHfil 



»
>

s
 



THERE 
ARE 
FISH, 
BUT I 
DON'T 
HAVE A 
NET... 

DID you 1 
FIND 

ANYTHING, 
ONEE- 
CHAN? J 

UNDER THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, 
THERE WON'T BE 
ANY PROBLEM IF 

SENSEI DATES 
SHUU HAGIWARA 
AND I FALL FOR 
SOMEONE FROM 

SCHOOL. 

NOT THAT I 
HAVE ANY SAY 

IN THE MATTER 
ANYMORE. 
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BUT 

THAT'S 

NOT 
ALL... 

DON'T 
SWEAT 

IT. 

...THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I'VE BEEN 

SORRY 
ABOUT BACK 

AT THE 
RIVER. YOU 
SCRAPED 

YOUR LEG, 
RIGHT? 
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CHAPTER 27: SELF-AWARE 





...WE'D 
PROBABLY 

TALK 
ABOUT I 
BOOKS A 

AND 
MOVIES..\ - 

L OF US, 
ISTARTED 
(datingI. 

mHEARING 
^THAWMAKES 
. -ME THINK 

WlICANWm 
LfTTLEMORE 

MPOSITIVE;ff 

..AND JUST 
HOLDING 

HANDS 
WOULD BE 
ENOUGH 
TO MAKE 

MY HEART 
POUND. 



...A REGULAR 
RELATIONSHIP, 

BEFITTING 
OF HIGH 

MAYBE 
WE 

COULD 
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THE CRAB 

LOOKS 

KINDA 
DOWN... 

MAYBE I 

SHOULD 

CHANGE 

ITS 
WATER. 





WHERE 
DID SHE 
WANDER 
OFF TO? 

I DON'T 
THINK 

SHE'D GO 
ANYWHERE 

WE HAVEN'T 
BEEN... 

MIYAAA!; 

OH, YEAH. 
I THINK 

THE CRAB 
BUCKET 

WAS MISS¬ 
ING... 

MIYA! 
WHAT ARB 

YOU DOING 
OVER 

HERB? 

if LISTEN \ 
f TO THIS/ ’ 
f I CAME TO 

CHANGE 
, THE CRAB'S 
[ WATER, j 
i RIGHT? ft 

ONEE- 
CHAN/ 

'CAUSE IT 
LOOKED 
LIKE HE 
REALLY 

NEEDED IT. 











THANK 
GOD 

you TWO 
ARE ALL 
RIGHT... 





your 
EYES ARE 
TOTALLy 
RED... 

you 
HEARD 

ASHIHARA- 
SAN. IT 
WASN'T 
youR 
FAULT. 

...I MIGHT 
NOT GET TO 
SPEAK TO 
EITHER OF 

yOU AGAIN... 
GOT SO 
SCARED 
THAT My 

LEGS 
STARTED 
SHAKING. 

THERE'S 
STILL SO 

MUCH 
I WANT 
TO ASK 

AND TALK 
ABOUT... 



WHAT 

THINK ...I MIGHT 
LIKE YOU. 



WHY NOW, OF 
ALUTIMESm 

CHAPTER 28: INEXPLICABLE 



mHWHYDOES 
\THAT'MOMENT. 

^...haveWM 
[to COME jjfo 
[RUSHING ^r% 
| BACK? fU 

>1 WONDEOIFj 
l SENSElJ^m 

..REAUZEDJHOm 
I FELT ATtTHATM 

POINTMlllf/l 

feov-i 
Ho w 

To ^ 
A t^WEPJ 

THANKS 
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I'M 
SURE 

you RE¬ 
ALIZE, 

IT'S NOT 
LIKE 

WE CAN 
ACTUALLY 
GO OUT, 
RIGHT? 

BUT 
WE'RE 
FAMILY 

NOW. 

THEN 
IS IT 

OKAY 

HUH?! 

WHOA, WHOA, 
WHOA! WHAT 

THE HELL 
IS SHE 

SAYING? IS 
SHE STUPID? 

STRAIGHT 
BRAINDEAD? 

I KNEW 
SHE WAS 

KINDA 
SPACEY, 
BUT NOT 

THIS 
MUCH! 

...IF WE 
JUST KISS 
IN SECRET 

SOMETIMES? 
LIKE I SAID, 
DOING THAT 

SORT OF 
THING AS A 

FAMILY 
IS WAY... 
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h
s
.
.
,
J

 

ipvyHo 
ifSAID^IT 
KwASNfT 
/ RIGMt. I m 

SORRy 
AGAIN. 

FOR¬ 
GET 

ABOUT 
IT, 

OKAY? 





CHAPTER 29: NEW FRIEND 







THAT'S 
ALL RIGHT 

I DON'T 
REALLY 

NEED 

I HAVE 

ENOUGH 

BOOKS ON 

HAND FOR 

IDEAS. 

WHY 

DON'T 

YOU GO 

BY YOUR 
SELF? 
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WERE you 
THINKING? 

I KNEW 
STAIRS 
WERE 
A BAD 

ARB you 
WHAT 
YEAR 

AND 

WHAT 

CLASS 

ARB 
YOU 

Boys 

IN?! 

DOING 

RIDING 
WILD 

THROUGH 

THB 
SCHOOL 

ON A 

BIKBF! 



n 



IS HE 
A NEW 
FRIEND 

OF YOURS, 
NATSUO- 
CHAN? 

MX WHAT A 
PRETTy Boy. 

I MAyBE 
PRETTy, 

BUT I 
AIN'T NO 

GIRL. 

I DUNNO 
ABOUT 
FRIEND 

NICE TO 
MEET'CHA. 

I'M AN 
AMERICAN- 

BORN 
JAPANESE 

STUD. 

I SEE, 
AN IDIOT 

FROM 
ANOTHER 
LAND... 
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HE'S LYING. 
I...I 

TOTALLy 
FORGOT/ 

BUT THERE 
WERE A LOT, 
I TELL YA! 

WHERE 
DO you 

LIVE, 
ANY¬ 
WAY? 

I'LL WALK 
you HOME IF 
yOU'RE NOT 

FAMILIAR 
WITH THE 
AREAyET. . 

TO THE 
STATION, 

I #\ PLEASE. 

( FOR 
YOU'RE REAL 

SUCH ? 
A NICE ' , 

GUY, NAT- Ni 
CHAN. / V, 

WHO 
SAID 
ANY¬ 

THING 
ABOUT A 

PIGGY¬ 
BACK 

1 RIDE? 













^ YOU REALLY 
SURPRISED 

' ME WHEN 

rfrT\ you SAID 
r4> * you WERE AT 

THE POLICE 
i STATION. 

THOUGHT 
I SHOULD 

CLEAR 
MYSELF 
OF THIS 
MORN¬ 
ING'S 





VG 6-PANa THEATER 
UNPERWEAR m ^ PORTRAIT 0 

WOUUDIDO 1 'Hrsr^^WJ I 
UNDERWEAR, K. 7 

DATING \U WERE 

T^JS>f- n ALL O'/ER 
^PCOOL Kfcf, ME BACK 

B^1 TV—7^/A //vrW£ l FOR A ) K\ yj¥\ STATES. 
WHILE, I \ / 

\ y'know. )■::vVfc/T V;::::VtV ; 

DRAWING 0 1 WAS SHE 

™E wouIdHS!j 

ok A g4Bt AS A gpvp» 
«%wij 

^WmWSi 
PERVERT F^W^fy/ xv\: 
do you ?# CrJL'-'d^jyi' 

TAKE ME \l #- 
FO/?P/ > 

l/w V \ \\\\#/T\ft i 

P^l|^^ll,llil!ll|||| 

[ JUST 
ADMIT , ZZ3 /)( IW 

you WERE VJ/ ^ Vrrrf'W 
l LYING... ]—NT 

jk* j|^4 • 





^
I
C

C
C

C
X

 



SINCE 
THEY'RE 

EVIDENCE, 
IT SOUNDS 

LIKE IT'LL BE 
A WHILE BE¬ 
FORE I GET 
THEM BACK, 

THOUGH. 

APPAR¬ 
ENTLY, HE 
STOLE A 

LOT JUST 
TODAY. 

THEY HAD 
A TON 

OF THEM 
LINED UP. 

INTRO¬ 
DUCE ME 
TO HER, 

NAT- 
CHAN! 

...DO 
I FEEL 
ABOUT 
RUl, I 

WONDER. 





SHE REALLY 
IS ACTING 

DIFFERENTLY 

f THAT'S 
IAMAZ- 
1 INC! 

IF THIS 
HAD BEEN 

BEFORE THE 
CAMPING 

TRIP.... 

WAY 

TOGO, \\ 

NATSUO- | 
KUN! $ 

YOU MUST 
BE TIRED 

FROM yOUR 
CLUB'S 

AWAy 
GAME. 

IT'S FINE. 
did you 
FINISH 

READING 
THE BOOK 

I LENT 
you, By 

THE WAy? 

!§iiti?£ 

WHy 
DON'T 

NEED A 
HAND? 
WHAT 

are you 
MAKING? 

1 HAVE —tv-1 
TO MAKE R / 
DINNER. 

BEFORE 
DINNER? 

you 
TAKE 

A BATH 





AND 
ASKED IF 
I COULD 

INTRODUCE 
you guys. 

GUESS 
AL'S INTEREST- 

you 

I TOLD 
HIM TO 
TALK 

to you 
HIMSELF, 

BUT... 





I MADE 
YAKIUDON*. 

»PAN-FRieP UDOt 





CONSIDERING 
YOUR FEEL¬ 
INGS, you 

HAD EVERy 
RIGHT TO BE 

ANGRy. 

I SHOULDN'T 
HAVE SAID 
THAT JUST 
BECAUSE I 

WAS ASKED- 

ISN'T 
THERE 
SOME¬ 
THING 

...you 
SHOULD 
DO TO 
SHOW 

YOU'RB 
SORRY? 
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you 
REALLy 

LIKE 
KISSING 

HUH? 

AT THE 
TIME, I 

WAS JUST 
CURIOUS 
WHAT IT 

WAS LIKE, 

I kissed' 
you AT 

THE 
CAMP... , 

...IT 
MADE ME 
FEEL SO 

LIGHT 
AND 

GIDDy. 

IT WAS LIKE 
ALL THE 

WEIGHT ON 
My HEART 

WAS BLOWN 
AWAy By 

SOME 
SENSE OF 

SECURITX 

you KNOW 
HOW I 

ASKED IF I 
COULD TRy 

KISSING 
you THE 

FIRST TIME? 

...BECAUSE 
I WANTED 

yOU TO FEEL 
THE SAME 

WAy. 



92 



IT'S 
OKAY. 

DON'T 
MIND 



I'M 
MELTING 

A 



IlilflS iiiiiis* 



BROUGHT 
THE BOOK 

I BOR¬ 
ROWED 



CHAPTER 31: DECISION 













^
—

 

WHY 
WOULD 
YOU...? 

...I THINK 
I'M IN 

LOVE WITH 
HIM. 

103 



oo you 
HAVE ANY 

IDEA WHAT 
YOU'RE 
SAYING? I 

NATSUO- 
KUN 

IS OUR 
FAMILY 
NOW! 

do you 
REALLY 

THINK IT'S 
OKAY TO 

HAVE THAT 
KIND OF 

RELATION¬ 
SHIP?/ 

...IT'S NOT 
LIKE WE'RE 

BLOOD- 
RELATED 
OR ANY¬ 
THING. 







l 'jaocrn-.... 

WAKE UP, 
NATSUO- 

KUN. 

BREAKFAST 
IS READ* 

SORRY... 
I'M STILL 

KINDA 
TIRED. 

f I'LL 

PUT 
YOUR 

u? FOOD 

W* IN THE 
^a'6° FRIDGE. 
&oUP. 

ALL 
RIGHT. 
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you 
DON'T 

HAVE TO 
OPEN THE 

DOOR. 

JUST 
LISTEN. 

ABOUT 
yESTER- 
\ DAY 

AND 
WHERE 

SHE 
STANDS. 

18 





...GOING 
TO MOVE 

OUT. 





MOVE' 

WHAT? 

MOVE 
OUT? 

HUH? 

...THAT'D 

BE FOR 
THE 

BEST. 
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•TRADITIONAL DANCING FOR 080N, A FESTIVAL HONORING THE SPIRITS OF ONE'S ANCESTORS. 









YOU'RE 

RIGHT... 

IJDON'T 
hJ-OPKi 
| '50jS 
WDOiVN 
WABOUTl 
wrrffim 
ml yA?m DOESN'T 

SHE 
WORK AT 
L'AMANT? 

124 



AyANO- 
SAN/ 













f ' HUH 
ISN'T ? 
this 

...BEHIND 
THE 

SHRINE? 

WHERE 
ARE THE 
OTHERS? 



j 
I 

WHy DID 

you BRING 
ME HERE? 

IS 
IT ALL 
RIGHT 

...IT WE 
TALK IN 
PRIVATE 
FORA 
BIT? 



|^^RUE FEELINGS^ 

THE 
REASON 
YOU'RE 
MOVING 
OUT... 





SENSEI, 

you ALWAYS 

LOOK DOWN 

TO THE 

SIDE WHEN 

YOU'RE 

TRYING TO 

EVADE THE 
QUESTION. 

IT'S MY 

FAULT, 

RIGHT? 

PLEASE 

RETHINK 

MOVING 
OUT ON 

YOUR 

OWN. 

I WON'T 

DO THAT 

KINDA 

THING 
WITH RUI 

ANYMORE. 

TOME, 1 

LIVING 

IN THAT 

HOUSE 

WITHOUT 
YOU IN 

IT... i 

IF I DO 

ANYTHING 

THAT 
BOTHERS 

YOU, I'LL 

FIX IT! 

THAT'S 
NOT I 
it/ 
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you WANT 
TO GET 

BACK 
TOGETHER 
WITH HIM, 

DON'T 
you? 



I DON'T 
WANT TO 
TALK TO 
YOU ANY¬ 

MORE. 

I ONLY 
ASKED 

WHY 
YOU'RE 
MOVING 

OUT! 

' WHAT DID 
ISAY 

THAT 60T 
ON YOUR 

I NERVES? 

I SAID 
LET 

GO! I'M 
DONE/ 

WHY 
ARE 
YOU 

MAD? 

I WON'T/ I 
DON'T WANT 
THIS TO END 

WITH A FIGHT/ 





YASHh 
SAN! 

LIKE 
THIS? 

YEAH, 
THANKS 

' SUD- 
DENLy 

ARE YOU 
HAVING 

ANOTHER 
AFFAIR? 

OH, 
IT'S 

TRUE. 

NO, 
WE WERE 
TALKING, 
BUT SHE 

SUDDENLY 
STORMED 

OFF IN 
ANGER... 

YOU LOOK 
VERY UGLY 
RIGHT NOW, 

MY DEAR. 



:c
:c

:c
:c

i>
 









...HAS 
ALWAYS 

BEEN SO 
CAREFREE 

SINCE 
SHE WAS 
A LITTLE. 

I WAS 
KIND OF 

JEALOUS 
OF HER. 

I FELT 
THAT I 

ALWAYS 
HAD TO 
KEEP IT 

TOGETHER, 

...BUT EVEN 
THOUGH RUI 
IS KIND OF 
AWKWARD, 
SHE HAS A 

FIRM SENSE 
OF IDENTITY. 

AND THERE 
WERE A LOT OF 

TIMES WHEN 
I HAD TO ACT 

BASED ON THE 
SITUATION... 

I ENVIED 
THAT. I 

WISHED I 
COULD BE 
LIKE THAT, 

TOO. 

I'M 
MOVING 

OUT. 
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...BUT 
IT'S 

SETTING 
HARD¬ 
ER AND 
HARDER 
TO FOOL 
MYSELF. 

IT'S 
■JUST 
THAT 
mm I CAN'T 

HELP BUT 
LAUGH 

BECAUSE 
I'M SO 
HAPPY. 

WHAT 
GIVES 

AND m 
HERE 1 
I AM i 

SPILL- 1 

INGMY 1 
GUTS! 

I FINE, 
I'M 

DONE! ...I FEEL 
\ LIKE I \ 

FINALLY 
HEARD, 

YOUR TRUE 
FEELINGS 
FOR THE V 

FIRST TIME, 
: SENSEI. % 

I KEEP 
TELLING 
MYSELF 
THAT I 

SHOULDN'T 



NAT- 
SUO- 
KUN? 

...HAVE 
TOSAy 

ANYTHING. 

I WON'T 
ASK FOR 
ANYTHING 

ELSE... 

...SO DO 
YOU MIND 
IF I THINK 

THIS WAY? 



INSTEAD 
OF AN¬ 

SWERING, 

JUST LET ME 
hold you 

FOR A LITTLE 
LONGER. 

...A LITTLE 
LONGER. 
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/ 



TACHI- 
BANA- 
KUN. 

YOU'VE 
MET? 

YES. WE HAD 
A CHANCE 
TO SPEAK 
BEFORE... 

DON'T 
RUN I 

AWAY' ; 
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*'j ?ii'| 

knowI 

do you 
HAVE 
TIME? 

DON'T 
WORRY. 

IF you 
DON'T 
MIND, 

I'D LIKE TO 
APOLOGIZE 

TO you 
AGAIN. 
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DID 
THINGS 

...WORK OUT 
BETWEEN YOU 

AND YOUR 
WIFE AFTER 

THAT? 

BUT IT HAD 

NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
HINA-CHAN. 

IT WAS 1 
JUST A 

CONFLICT 
OF PER¬ 
SONALI¬ 

TIES. I 

I WON'T 
TRyTOGET 

IN TOUCH 
WITH youR 

SISTER 
FROM NOW 

ON, EITHER. 

my 
NOT? 
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I FEEL IT | 
WOULDN'T 
BE RIGHT , 

I'D BE 
LYING IF 
I SAID 

I DON'T 
STILL 
HAVE 

FEELINGS 
FOR HER, 

IT WOULD 
BE ONE 

THING IF 
SHE GOT 
IN TOUCH 
WITH ME, 

BUT I'D HAVE 
TO BE PRETTY 

SELFISH TO 
TRY TO GET 

BACK TOGETH¬ 
ER WITH HER 

JUST BECAUSE 
I DIVORCED 

MY WIFE, 
WOULDN'T I? 

...CHALK 
IT UP TO 
A MAN'S 

DUMB 
PRIDE, I 

SUPPOSE. 

THERE'S 
NOTHING 

MORE 
PATHETIC 
THAN MEN 

WHO CHASE 
AFTER 
THEIR 
EXES. 
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you DON'T 
HAVE TO 

CHANGE AT 
ALL, RUI. 

you 
CAN JUST 
FOLLOW 

youR 
HEART, 

you 
DON'T 

HAVE TO 
DO ANy- 
THING. 

AND 
LIVE ANy 

wAyyou 
WANT 
TO. 



IN RE¬ 
TURN 

DON'T 
SIVE ME 

THAT 
FACE. 

I'LL DO M/ 
BEST TO 
VISIT ON 

WEEKENDS. 

OKAy 

Jf; *. I NEED 
m/OUTO 
rLET ME BE 
fFREE, TOO, 
h OKAy? 
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KNOW, 
RIGHT 

s> 

why 
DON 

TAKE 
BREAK? 
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■■■■■■ ■ 

■■■■■■I — 
wmB mM'BM 
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YOU'VE 
STILL SOT 
ME, YOUR 
MOM, AND 

MY DAD. 

THE FOUR 
OF US 

WILL GET 
THROUGH 

, THIS. 

...so you 
DON'T 

SET TOO 
LONELY. 

AS 
YOUR 

BROTH¬ 
ER... 



184 













.HAPF% 
<tos'hear; 
^you/sAyi 

//THAT:'# 

1 V M • 

. tQjbelcont 1 n ue'd! 



TRANSLATION NOUS 

KIKOKU-SHIIJO, P68 

>68.3 

In this panel, Natsuo refers to Alex as kikoku-shijo, which means someone 

who used to live abroad, but returned to Japan. The shijo part of the word 

uses the character for “girl”. Al’s original line translates more along the lines 

of, “Hey, who’re you callin’ a girl?” The wordplay is unfortunately lost in 

translation. 
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