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CHAPTER 65: BREAKUP 





...THE 
SCHOOL ...FOUND OUT 

ABOUT OUR 
RELATIONSHIP. 

SORRY 
FOR 

KEEPING 
QUIET 

ABOUT 
THIS. 

I’M SURE 
YOU WOULD 

HAVE THROWN 
AWAY 

EVERYTHING 
FOR ME. 

1 

EVEN THOUGH 
YOU ASKED 

ME TO TALK TO 
YOU ABOUT 
ANYTHING, 

0 GO 

1 
I’M 

o 
r-A 

JSfc, 

w 



MY ONLY 
HOPE... 



THE TRUTH 
IS, BEFORE 

IT CAME 
TO THIS, 

BUT I DIDN’T 
HAVE THE 
COURACE 
TO LOOK 
ATYOUR 

HURT FACE. 

I KNOW I 
SHOULD HAVE 

MADE YOU 
HATE ME SO WE 

COULD HAVE 
A PROPER 
BREAKUP, 

I’M 
SORRY. 

I’M A 
WEAK 

PERSON. 





!■
 
r
 

I 

—
 





your 
SISTER 

JUST UP 
AND LEFT 
WITHOUT 
A WORD, 
DID SHE? 

NO 
WONDER 
YOU'RE 

WORRIED. 



HUH? 

BUT SHE 
DIDN'T TELL 
HER WHERE 

SHE WAS 
TRANSFER- 

IGUES 
SHE CALI 
MOM ON' 

SHE TOOK 
THE BEST 

COURSE OF 
ACTION AT 
THE TIME 
FOR HIS 
FUTURE. 

RING TO OR 
HER NEW 

SS;A 

HE DIDN'T 
COME HOME 
THE NIGHT 

OF THE 
CLOSING 

CEREMONy. 



BUT HE 
STILL WON'T 
COME OUT 

OF HIS 
ROOM, 

IT SOUNDS 
LIKE ME WAS 

REALLY IN 
LOVE WITM 

MER. 

IT WAS ALL SO 
SUDDEN I'M 

STILL TRYING 
TO PARSE 

EVERYTHING, 
TOO. 

I DON'T 
EVEN 

KNOW WHAT 
I SHOULD 

SAY TO HIM 



LOO Kb 
LIKE HE'S 

ON THE 

VAPORIZ- 

I HEARD 
YOU'VE 
GONE 

PUDDLE 
MODE 
AGAIN. 



I'VE KNOWN 
HOW you 

FELT SINCE 
YOUR LOVE 
WAS STILL 

UNREQUITED 

BUT yOU'VE 
SOT TO PULL 

yOURSELF 
TOGETHER, 

MAN. 

SOI 
UNDER¬ 
STAND 

WHy 
yOU'RE 

so 
you CAN'T 

KEEP LIVING 
LIKE THIS. 





WAS 
BECAUSE SHE 

WAS AFRAID 
YOUR DREAM 

WOULD BE 
JEOPARDIZED 

THE 
REASON 

SHE TOOK 
ALL THE 
BLAME 

AND MADE 
SUCH 

A HARD 
DECISION 

LISTEN. 

DO you 
HAVE ANy 

IDEA WHAT 
SORT OF 
RESOLVE 

SENSEI HAD 
WHEN SHE 
BROKE UP 
with you? 









CHAPTER 66: 

WRITHING 



ARE 
you ALL 
RIGHT? 

»iL to* 

m 
■ ii I: / \ 

NAT- 
SUO. 







DO 
you 

THINK 

...WE 
SHOULDN'T 

HAVE GOTTEN 
MARRIED, 

AFTER ALL? 

AKIHITO- 
SAN... 





CAN you 
DO SOME 

THING 
FOR ME? 



I WASN'T NESS. 
SURE YOU'D v 

ACTUALLY 
COME. 

f 
' I WOULD 

HAVE BEEN 
FINE WITH 

THAT 
OPTION. 









ME of MINE 

WMEW... 
LIKE oNE 

op THE 
gods 

so, i 
FIGURED 
WHAT you 

MIGHT 
NEED... 

ISA 
NICE, 
LONG 
BATH 

...TO 
REFRESH 
AND GET 

yOUR HEAD 
IN ORDER. 









I MADE 
you A 
SNACK 

WANT 
SOME 



NO 
PROBLEM 

mm UgiflMRiftJMltlll 

1. h: * . 

M 

ui tm '\M 

fulfil 

>- 



RUNNING 

AT FULL 

rrs somehow 
no ;t u 

vr b fi r 

THE 
SPOTLIGHT 

M'GTfUo 

WHILE 
FEELING 
MYSELF 
PULLED 
DEEPER 
INTO THE 
ALMOST 

PAINFULLY 
DARK 
VOID, 

SHE 
PALELY 

«:r ONUS 
MEMORY imm 

m.sou 
.mams 

THOUGH 
SEEMINGLY 
THE SAME, 

TIME 
CRAWLED 

BY 

TV 0 \rO r .. 
4 RAINBOW 

1C 
try 11 

PASSED 
THE 

USUAL 
PATCH 

OF 
GiMGKO 
TREES 

■®8tBPBD IN 
^iairiEsy 

UTILE 

AS IF 
: vr. - 

PUNCHEC 
IN THE 

:,v 11 
SEEMED 

TO SCREAM 
"SPRING" 

THAT 
' T,' ■ %o 

THE HAIL 
OF BLOWS, 

POURED 

T. ' OR 

OR 

!!I1*TH 

UNSETTLING 
PILLARS, 

EACH 
POINTING 

DIFFERENT 
DIRECTIONS 

AND 
OUT TO 
HER,,. 

HANDS 
HAMNG, 

■DOKiNS 

iKc . _ 
“ridsEi EVEN ML 

TRUE 

ACCUSINGLY 

wm 

D&C! 

v LTD 
RAW 

u /v 

THE SUNSET 
REFIECTED 
N MER YES 
APPEARED 

DIM AND 
DEPRESS!? G. 

JNSS 
upo 

PRONGED 
WORDS, 

AS IF 
TO RAKE 
UP THE 

UTTERED 
SIGHS 

THE RAIN, 
ENVELOPED 
THEM LIKE 

A VEIL APPEARED 
TO BE 

'.vO;..-.'- GLARING 

3MHW, mmgmgs&mm 
SMILING, 

SHE CLAPPED HER 
Hands assuredly 

POSITIVE 
SHE'D 

RESPOND 
WITH AN 

UNADULTERATED 
SMILE 

THE WATER 
BROUGHT 
DOWN THE 

PAPER 
AIRPLANE 







[G1H ARTERRgyAl ftl E WAY E^RVWllilHQAUjU If Iftm 













CL^> 

WE 
PROBABLE 

SHOULD'VE 
AVOIDED 

THE RUSH 

JUST THINK 
OF IT AS THE 
NEW YEAR'S 
EXPERIENCE. 

WHEN 
PRAYING, 

RATHER THAN 
WISHING 

FOR GOOD 
FORTUNE, 

r THINK 
IT'S A BETTER 

IDEA TO PLEDGE 
TO THE GODS 

THAT YOU'LL DO 
YOUR BEST IN 

WHATEVER 
YOU'VE SET 
OUT TO DO. . 

IT'S 1 
KINDA 

..TEMPT¬ 
ING TO 
LOOK, 
HUH? 

48 













o 

















WHAT 
ON BARTH 
ARB YOU 
DOING?! 

NOT 
HAPPEN" 

ING! 

LET'S 
PLAY 

YAKYUKEN, 
SENSEI! Ill 





DOMEGIRl<G-PANEL THEATER 

% FORTUNE 

64 



_CHAPJER.68:.RUi:S.DETERMINATION 

. 



MORN¬ 

ING. 

MORN¬ 

ING. 

V ; M HEATER-EQUIPPED TABLE COVERED-WITH/A;blanket. 

NEW 

YEAR'S 

CARDS 
I WENT 

AHEAD AND 

SPLURGED 

ON ONE ON 

THE WAY 

BACK FROM 
THE SHRINE 

YESTERDAY. 

THE NEW 

YEAR'S 

CARDS 
ARRIVED. 

I TOTALLY 

FORGOT. 
I'LL HAVE 

TO SEND 

SOME 

BACK. 

A 

KOTA- 
TSU*! -tfi 







MORN¬ 
ING. 

DID 
you DO 
youR 

HOME¬ 
WORK? 

LONG 
TIME 

NO 
SEE. 



MIKA 
PROBABLY 
FINISHED 
ALL HER 

HOMEWORK. 
WHY DON'T 

you ASK TO 
BORROW 
HERS? 

I HAVEN'T 
FINISHED 

PHysics 
OR ECON. I HAVE 

CLASS 
TOMORROW, 

SO I'M GONNA 
HAVE TO BLOW 

THROUGH 
THEM WHEN 
I GET HOME 

TODAy. 

WONDER 
IF SHE 
EVEN 

BROUGHT 

HMM... 
KIND OF A 

WEIRD TIME 
TO START, 

HUH? 





IT'S 
WEIRD. 

KNOWING 
THAT SENSEI 
ISN'T HERE 
ANYMORE, 

I STILL 
CAN'T SAY 
I'M BACK 
TO 100%, 

BUT I'LL 
JUST HAVE 

TO GET 
USED TO IT 
LITTLE BY 

LITTLE. I 



HONESTLY, 
JUST THINKING 

ABOUT ENGLISH 
CLASS KINDA 

HURTS. 









NOT THAT I 

HAVE A POOR 

OPINION OF 

any of you. 

THE 

MEMBERS 
AND I HAVE 

GREAT FAITH 

in you, 

& THERE'S 
InoTreAson 
fFOR;you 

■ CONCERNED 

ffABOUT IT, 

fASHIHARA- 

%\|KUN. 
PRESI¬ 
DENT. 

PLEASE 

DON'T SAy? 
yOU'LL.QUIT 
THE CLUB? 



WHO'D HAVE 

THOUGHT 

MOMO TRIED 

TO PATCH 

THINGS UP 

LIKE THAT? 

OH, YEAH. 

have you 
GOTTEN 

SENSEI'S 
FEEDBACK 

ON youR 
NOVEL yET? 

( SHE WAS 

SHE ROOTING FOR 
PROBABLy ASHIHARA- 

REALLy SAN'S CRUSH, 
REGRETTED AFTER ALL. 

WHAT HAP- j 
PENED. /V / 

NOT yET. 

HE SAID 

HE WANTS 

TO HOLD ON 

TO IT FOR 

A LITTLE 
LONGER. 

HE 

SEEMED 

PRETTy 
Busy, 

SO 
MAyBE HE 

HASN'T 

READ IT 

yET... 

WELL, 

I'M JUST 

GLAD THEy 
MADE UP. 



DIN' 

THAT A 
SIGN THAT 

YOU'RE 
CATCHING WELL, I DID 

GET PRETTY 
WEAK OVER 
THE BREAK. 

ONE? 









X 

THOUGH 

CHAPTER 69: NATSUO'S RESOLVE 

I MEAN, 
IT'S WEIRD 
TO BE THIS 

IN THE 
DARK EVEN 

THOUGH 
WE'RE 
FAMILY 

GET THE 
FEELING OUR 

PARENTS 
KNOW SOME¬ 

THING AND 
THEY JUST 

WON'T 
TELL US. 





WHAT 
DO 
you 

MEAN 
FINE? 

I'LL 
DO THEM 

AFTER 
I TAKE 

A BATH. 

I DUNNO IF 

THAT'S THE 

RIGHT LINE 

TO DUB A 
HIGH-SCHOOL 

GIRL WITH. 

"I CAN'T 
FATHOM 

IT." 

THERE'S 
NO WAY 

Uc/e 

ALREADy 
OVER 
HER. 

I REALLy 

DON'T 

GET IT. 





NOT BEING 
ABLE TO 

SAY WHAT'S 
ON YOUR 

MIND. 
THEN I 

WANT TO 
DO ANy- 

THING TO 
HELP. 

I KNOW 
EXACTLy 

HOW AWFUL 
IT FEELS... 

IF MEETING 
HINA-NEE 

WILL HELP 
HIM MOVE 
ON EVEN A 

LITTLE, 

THAT'S 
LOVE 

I'M 
HOME/ 

it 

/ ls \ 
THAT 

mrw imi-K \ . 
WEIRD 





I'VE 
DECIDED 

TO TRUST 
HINA AND 

SO, 
ASHER 
FAMILY, 







AWARE 
THAT 
you 

PROM 
ISED 
HER 

BUT 
IT'S NOT 

LIKE YOU'D 
BE TELLING 
JUST ANY 

OTHER 
STUDENT. 

ALL VERY 
WORRIED 

ABOUT 

EVEN SO, 
TACHIBANA- 

SENSEI 
ASKED 

THAT THE 
ARRANGE¬ 
MENT BE 
KEPT A 

SECRET... 





you 
GOING 

TO CLUB 
TO- 

WHAT'S 
WITH you?/ 

I HAVE 
TO GIVE 

ASHIHARA- 
SAN HER 

NOVEL 
BACK/ 

I KNOW 
WHERE 

HINA-NBB 
TRANS- 
FBRRBD 

, TO! 
m 

HAVE 
TOGO 
HOME, 
NOW! 

FOR¬ 
GET 

ABOUT 
THAT! 









^Jli 
/MM >sj 

fJ 1$ o>';<■■'. - 
miM 

HE 
DOESN'T 
USUALLY 

LIKE 
COMPANY 

WONDER 
WHY... 

THE 
REASON 
I ASKED 
you TO 
COME, 

SORRY 
TO CALL 

you OVER 
ON THE 

WEEKEND. 

COME 

ON UP. 

1 IS 1 
ACTUALLy 
BECAUSE IT'S 

OKAY. 





100 





THE TRUTH IS, 

I'M ACTUALLY A 
MEMBER OF AN 

UNDERWORLD 

SYNDICATE THAT 

HAS ALL OF 
JAPAN UNDER 

ITS THUMB. 

I WAS 
ORDERED 

TO PROCURE 

ONE PERSON 

TO BE 

WELL. I 

CAN'T 
BLAME 

YOU FOR 

BEING 

SOLD ON 

THE BLACK 

MARKET. 





U MM. 
SERIOUSLY, 

WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 

WHERE 
are you 
TAKING 

ME? 

THERE 
WOULDN'T 

BE ANY POINT 
FOR THE 

BLINDFOLD 
IF I TOLD 

you. 



mA/BE. 

OKA* mi KNOW 
m SIMPLY ( 
1 BEING 
PASSIONATE' 

ISN'T 
ENOUGH. 

f I'M 
TAKING 

THE BLIND- 
i FOLD 
L OFF. A IS THAT 

YOU MAKE 
YOUR 

DREAM OF 
BECOMING 
A NOVELIST 

COME 
k TRUE. A 

WBUWFjfHiSM 
mfisjHowgSI. 
YTHINGSftURN 
mpuriEVEN'; 
IWITHjKIRiyM 
WSENSEI'S-"' 
XfSUIDANOEW. 

mWLpSTHINA 
[WHILE CHASING 
Wafter, THIS || 
M DREAM... M 

THEN. 



NICE 
DUMB¬ 

STRUCK 
EXPRES¬ 

SION! 
THE 

PRANK 
WAS A 
FLYING 

SUC¬ 
CESS! 

I 

1 
! ■r ill 

shiwsha LITERARY AWARD CEREMONY 
^ ! i| 1 ■ '!■: r 

LLijJlI llili L i ! i : i ( 1 

i 1 ■ 

llili! 

Mi 

k -ii 
i i / ■ 
yfjfk i 





—4-: f—| 
L._ .» • 'X \ Yl 

A| WITH THE 

COURAGE AND 

SUPPORT 

THAT 1 WAS ABLE OF THOSE 

3 TO WRITE IT TO CLOSEST 

1 COMPLETION. TOME... 

IMr( ri1 

' ' this ^ 
NOVEL 

... | 
ISN'T THE 

PRODUCT | 

OF MY ,-M 
EFFORT | \ |y 
ALONE. DmhK\ 



..WINNING 
§ THIS 
f AWARD 
WAS NO 

IFtI-UKE. 

MAKE NO; 
MISTAKE^ 

THAT WAS 
A NICE 

SPEECH. 

WELL 
DONE. 

THAT., NOVEL • 
WASf BORN ' 

FROMYOUR, 
HEART. 

IT'S A TAD 
LATE FOR 
FORMAL 
INTRO¬ 

DUCTIONS, 
BUT... 

ALSO, THANK 
you SO 
MUCH... 

HE'LL BE IN 
CHARGE OF 
you FROM 

NOW ON. 



THAT'S 
CUTE, 

RUI-RUI. 

my 
DON'T 

you try 
IT ON? 

IT'S 
YOUR 

COLOR, 
TOO. WHAAAT? 

wHy 
NOT? 

FRILLY 
CLOTHES 

DON'T 
REALLy 

SUIT ME. 

IS
AT

EN
 



I FOUND 
SOMETHING 

AWESOME WHILE 
DOING END- 
OF-THE-yEAR 

CLEANING/ 

WANT TO 
STOP 
BY My 

PLACE ON 
the my 
BACK? 

I'M 

EXHAUSTED 

FROM TALKING 
TO SO MANY 

IMPORTANT¬ 

LOOKING 

PEOPLE. 



AHH... 
THIS ISN'T 
A DREAM, 

RIGHT? 

WRITING IT 
WAS PAINFUL, 
BUT I'M GLAD 

I PUSHED 
THROUGH! 





1 

hi : 
V 

ivy n 
: 
1 

! j 

I;: [i ; 

: ; 

j j 

m is i 











CHAR|TER-7ir_ 

CELEBRATION 







PFPI 

ARE you 
CRYING? 



I NEVER 
IMAGINED 
YOU'D BE 

WEARING THAT 
AND JUMPED 
THE GUN... 

WHY THE 
HAIR¬ 

PIECE? 

_ 

WE 
STOPPED 

By HER 
PLACE ON 
THE WAy 

BACK AND 
SHE LENT 
IT TO ME. 

I WENT 
SHOP¬ 
PING 
WITH 

MOMO 
TODAy. 

I GUESS SHE 
REMEMBERED 

THAT I 
MENTIONED 

GROWING My 
HAIR OUT. 

SHE 
SAID IT 

CHANGED 
My VIBE AND 
WOULD GIVE 

ME MORE 
OUTFIT 

OPTIONS. 

are you 
GONNA 

GROW IT 
OUT? 

I HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO TELL 
you. 

I DUNNO. 

OKAY 
my 
THE 
WIG? 





IT CAN BE 
SOMETHING 

FAIRLY 
EXPENSIVE 

if you 
WANT. 

r owe you 
BIG TIME 

FOR TAKING 
CARE OF ME 
WHILE I WAS 
WRITING IT, 

/ SOI 
_J WANT TO 

r show My 
APPRECI- 

ANy ATION- 
IDEAS A 

THEN 

Jl SINCE N 
TOMOR- ^ 
I ROW'S^J 
f:SUNDAm 

do 
WHATEVER| 

I SAY I 
FOR THE 

WHOLE 
DAY. 





YOU'VE 

NEVER 

SKATED 

BEFORE? 

LIKE AT 
ALL? NOT EVEN 

WITH 

FRIENDS? 

) POH'T 
HAVE 

FR/EHPS 
WHO PO 

THIS K/HPA 
TREHPy 
STUFF! 

...CLINGING 
TO THE 

WALL LIKE 

THAT, 

RIGHT? 

SEE? YOU 

CAN DO IT. 

YOU'RE 

SLOUCHING 
LIKE CRAZY, 

THOUGH. 

OKAY, 
RIGHT. 

'KAY. I'M 

GONNA LET 
GO NOW. 

NO, 
WAIT! 

KEEP THE 

BLADES 
POINTED 

STRAIGHT. 





•
^
0
3
:
^

 



' ITH 
NAN ON 

BURPUF! 
(IT'S NOT ON 
PURPOSE/) 

HEY/ WOULD n 
you GIVE r 
IT A REST 

ALREADY?/ A* 

EVEN 
IF IT 
WAS 
AN 

ACCI¬ 
DENT, 

you 
PROBABLy 
THOUGHT 

MINE 
COULDN'T 

COMPARE TO 
HINA-NEE'S, 
DIDN'T yOU? 

I SWEAR 
TO THE GOD, 
BUDDHA, AND 
My MOTHER 
IN HEAVEN... 

I DIDN'T 
DO IT ON 

PURPOSE/ 

/ OKAy, 
I OKAy. r 

GET IT. 
JEEZ... 

-so I00** 

aaoaa 

\ k. 

\ rS 



you 
COULD'VE 

ASKED FOR 
SOMETHING 

you 
COULDN'T 
NORMALLy 

buy, 
y'KNOW. 

BUT ALL WE 
DID WAS GO 

SKATING AND 
LINE UP FOR 

WAFFLES. 
A DAY/' I 

THOUGHT yOU 

IT'S SO 
NORMAL IT'S 

ALMOST A 
LET-DOWN. 



WHAT 
WHAT'S 

LIKE? m fli 
musT 

NEVER 
MIND/ 

SERVANTS 
SHOULD 

JUST 
LISTEN 

TO THEIR 
MASTER/ 

...WANTED 
TO KNOW 
WHAT IT'S 

LIKE. 

WE'RE 
HOME/ ARE THEY 

NOT BACK 
YET...? 







BUT, 
WELL 

I GOT 

CARRIED 

AWAYAND 

ATE TOO 

MUCH. 

BUT rr 

MAKES 

ME EVEN 

HAPPIER 

THAT 
EVERYONE'S 

HAPPY 
FOR ME. 

I'M 

STOKED 

THAT I 
RECEIVED 

THE 

AWARD, 

1 MAD 
HEART¬ 
BURN 

\IF 
ONLY 

j 
-1 ' TXT 

■( \ 
: : L-J NAH, 1 

/ l 

I HAVE 

TO STOP 

BEING 

SUCH A 

SISSY. . 

0 



THAT 
SPOOKED 

ME... 
SHEESH. 
AT LEAST 
KNOCK, 

WILL you? 

mmm 

..ISN'T 
OVER 
YET. 





YEAH, 
BUT... 

WHAT 
DO YOU 

WANT 
ME TO 

DO? 

CLOSE 
your 
EYES. 

I SAID you 
HAVE TO DO 
WHATEVER I 

SAY FOR 
ADAY 



KEEP 
THEM 

CLOSED. 

DON'T 
OPEN 
THEM 
UNTIL 
I TELL 

you TO, 
OKAY? 

YEAH, 
YEAH. 



I SAID 
KEEP 
YOUR 
EYES 

CLOSED. 

YOU DON'T 

HAVE TO BE 
SO TENSE. 

I WON'T DO 

ANyTHING 
WEIRD. 

CLOSE 
youR 
EYES, 

AND 
LIE 

DOWN. 

I JUST 
WANNA 
TALK. 



you 
WANNA 
TALK? 

IS THERE 
SOMETHING 

YOU WANT TO 
TELL ME? 

ABOUT 
WHAT? I \ 



LET'S 
JUST 

NOT 
REALLY. 

STAY LIKE 
THIS UNTIL 
MIDNIGHT. 

WE CAN 
JUST STAy 

QUIET IF 
YOU DON'T 

HAVE 
ANyTHING 
TO TALK 
ABOUT. 

ABOUT 

WHEN I 
WENT TO 

YOUR 
ROOM, 

you 
REALLY 
WERE 

CRYING, 
WEREN'T 

YOU? 



I CAN'T 
BLAME 

you FOR 
BEING 
SUR¬ 

PRISED. 

f IT 1 
WASN'T 

I HUGGED 
yOU ALL OF 
A SUDDEN, 

MISTAKENLY 
AT THAT. 

BECAUSE 
I WAS 

SCARED OR 
ANyTHING. 



"LISTEN TO 
ANYTHING 

YOU SAY 
FOR A DAY!" 

WHAT THE 
HELL?! 

YOU CAN'T 
JUST LEAVE 
ME HANGING 

LIKE THAT! 
NOW I'M 

CURIOUS! 

WHAT 
WAS 
THE 

DEAL 

OKA* 
NOW IT'S 

My TURN TO 
ask you 

SOMETHING. 

SHUT UP/ 
I SAID 
NEVER 
MIND, 

SO JUST 
DROP IT/ 



w WHY 
WOULD 

you 
ASK ME 
SOME¬ 
THING 

k LIKE- ) WE WERE 
GOING OUT, 

AFTER 
ALL.,. 

"ANY¬ 
THING 
FORA 
DAY!" 



HOW 
MANY 
TIMES 

I DON'T 
REMEM¬ 

BER! 

WHAT'S 
WITH 

YOU?! 

YOU DID IT 
SO MANY 

TIMES YOU 
LOST COUNT, 

HUH? 

FINE, 
FINE! 
YEAH, 

WE HAD 
SEX! 





■H 
mm 

BK.: 







...THAT 
SUP¬ 

POSED 
TO 

MEAN? 

IT'S 
youR 
FAULT, 
you 

KNOW. 

...GOING 
TO HOLD 

BACK FOR 
HINA-NEE 

ANYMORE. 



you CAN 
OPEN YOUR 
EyES NOW. 



THANKS 
FOR 

PUTTING 
UP WITH 

ME 
TODAY. 

GOOD 
LUCK 

ON youR 
WRITING. 

WHAT 
THE 
HELL 

...WAS 
THAT 

ABOUT 

^ ^i U-'A •-/£ 

rHUl>/ \° ^ 

i r 
^ \ * 





D0ME6IRL -PANEL THEATER 

$ RECOVERY 
METHOD 

156 



HELLO? 

OH, GOOD 
AFTERNOON. 



QUESTION. 
I HAVE A 
GENERAL 

IDEA 
IN MIND, 



MMM... 
I CAN'T SAY 
ANyTHINS AT 
THE MOMENT. 

I'LL 
HAVE TO 
TALK TO 
My WIFE 
FIRST. 

wofrro j 

WHy HAVEN'T 
THEy TAKEN 

THAT DOWN yET? 
IT'S ALREADy 

A NEW TERM... 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Shinkosha 
Literary Award 

Amateur Division First Prize 

NATSUO FUJII-KUN 

EVEN 

I FELT 

PROUD/ 



THAT 
PROBABLy 

HELPED 
GET THE 

LITERATURE 
CLUB'S NAME 
OUT THERE, 
DON'T you 

THINK? 

I WAS THINKING WE 
COULD BRAINSTORM 

SOME DIFFERENT 
WAyS TO ATTRACT 

NEW MEMBERS. 

Jill n 7^ 
ml 1 f 1 

HEy/ 

NOW THAT \ 
WE'RE \ 

OFFICIALLy 
RECOGNIZED 
AS A CLUB, 
WE GET TO 

EXPLAIN 
OUR CLUB 
ACTIVITIES 1 
ON STAGE. / 

,,s ™ 
ALMOST 1 

RECRUITING lIU 
SEASON, if 

HUH? 1|| 





ENCING 
VA-VARIOUS 

GENRES... 



WHAT 

NOW, 

NAT- 

CHAN? 

AS YOU CAN 

SEE, SHY 

PEOPLE ARE 

WELCOME, 

TOO. 

FEEL FREE TO 

DROP BY THE 

CLUB AND 

TAKE A LOOK. 

DON'T 
LET IT 

GET TO 
you. 



AND WE 
JAZZED UP 
THE CLUB 

ROOM 
FOR THIS, 

RIGHT? 

WE HAVE 
OUR WALKING 

BILLBOARD 
HERE, TOO/ 

I THINK 
THEY GOT 
THAT IT'S 

A NEAT 
CLUB. 

LET'S 
STAY 

POSITIVE/ 

YEAH... 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 

I'M THE 
PRESIDENT. 

I CAN'T 
AFFORD 
TO GET 

DEPRESSED. 



NAT-CMAN'S 
AWARD NOTICE 

MIGHT MAKE 
FOR GOOD 
PUBLICITY, 









IT WAS 
MORE LIKE 
THE STARS 
HAPPENED 

TO ALIGN... EVEN IF IT 
WAS JUST 
A FLUKE, 

WINNING THE 
LITERARY 
AWARD IS 

CRAZY! . 

WE STILL 
DON'T KNOW 

IF THEY'LL 
JOIN OR NOT, 

THOUGH. 

I'M 
REALLY 
GLAD 

THOSE 
THREE 
CAME. 

THEY ALL 
SEEMED 
PRETTY 

ONBOARD. 



vjoim diss 
WETtr him so 

MoW,CASUALLy- 

PERSONALLy, I 
WANT TME BOY 

WHO NAMED YOU 
HASUKAWA AS ONE 
OF HIS FAVORITE 

7 STILL, 
NO NEED 

THERE jo RUSH. 
COULD BE 

PEOPLE WHO 
JOIN IN THE J 
MIDDLE OF tjrrtfl 
THE TERM f W 
LIKE I DID. /- 

WHEN 
EXACTLY 
DID YOU 

JOIN 
AGAIN? 

IT WAS A 
WHILE AFTER 

I TRANS¬ 
FERRED, SO 

AROUND THE 
BEGINNING 

OF SUMMER, 
I GUESS? 

..WHEN 
WE... 

WELL, IT WAS 
MORE LIKE 

WE'GOT RID 
OF THEM" AT 

THE TIME. 

...LOST OUR 
VIRGINITIES % 
TOGETHER. 

THEN IT 
WAS JUST 

AROUND THIS 
TIME LAST 

YEAR... 





...DID SHE 

MEAN By 

THAT? 

...WHAT 
EXACTLY 











wmmrm 

WgMylHEART * 

BETTMElDOWN? 

WHAT ARE 
you DOING 

OKAY. OUT HERE? 
GO HOP IN 

r'WE0^WL:' 'HHI1 . the bath. 







I TOLD 
you, 

I'M NOT 
MAD. 

I OH... 
1 RIGHT. 

I PROM¬ 
ISE I'LL 

BE MORE 
CAREFUL 

FROM 
NOWON 

BUT WHY 
WON'T 

you LOOK 
ME IN THE 

EyE? 

ABOUT 
BARGING 
IN ON ME 

IN THE 
BATH¬ 

ROOM. 



IH 
GIMME* A] 
BREAK 

yi WANNA 
HURRY-UP 

AND FORGET 
ABOUT IT.\ ...JUST 

TFROM 
SEEING 
I her I 
NAKED 
jfer; 

THIS 
IS FUN DON'T 

TOY WITH 
ME! 1 





...AND 
THAT'S 

WHAT HE 
SAID! 





RIKKUN 

I WANTED 
TO GO WITH 
"CHERRY/' 

SINCE OSAKA 
IS WRITTEN 
WITH THE 

CHARACTER 
FOR SAKURA, 

THOUGH. 







WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
ANGRY? 

YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO SNAP 

AT SEMPAI 
LIKE THAT/ 

I JUST 
WANTED TO 
KNOW WHAT 

KIND OF 
PERSON 

THE WINNER 
OF THAT 

AWARD WAS. 

I NEVER HAD 
ANY INTENTION 

OF GETTING 
CHUMMY WITH 

EVERYONE. 

SURE 
ENOUGH, 

HE'S JUST 
ANOTHER 
SHALLOW 
CLOWN. 

FRANKLY, 

I DON'T 
SEE ANY 
POINT IN 
JOINING. 

THEY 
CAN PUT 

LITERATURE 
IN THEIR 

NAME ALL 
THEY WANT, 
IN THE END, 

THEY'RE JUST 
ANOTHER 

BEST-FRIENDS 
CLUB. 

THEIR 
ANTHOLOGY 
WAS CRUDE 

AT BEST, 
TOO. 



I THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT ALL 
NIGHT, BUT I 
STILL DON'T 

GET IT. 





r N DON'T 
TELL 

you WERE ME*“ 
UNEXPECTEDLY J 

TURNED ON i- 
BY MY NAKED 

BODY. / 

WHAT'S 
WITH 
YOU? 

you DIDN'T 
LET IT BOTHER 

you THIS 
MUCH THE 

LAST TIME yOU 
WALKED IN 

ON ME IN THE 
BATHROOM. 

you GO 
STRAIGHT 
TO youR 

ROOM 
AFTER 
DINNER 
LATELY 

TOO. 

OR 1 
MAYBE 

REMINDED 
you OF 

HINA-NEE? 

I WONDER 
WHAT... 





/ 
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I HAVEN'T 
DECIDED 

YET. 

I JUST 
HAVE 

SOMETHING 
I WANTED 

TO ASK 
FUJII- 

SEMPAI. 

did you 
BASE THE 

HEROINE OFF 
OF ANyONE? 

I THOUGHT 
MAyBE you 

USED AN EX¬ 
GIRLFRIEND 

AS A MODEL. 

...you USED 
TO DATE 

FROM THIS 
SCHOOL, BY 

CHANCE? 

.to be continued. 



. fa 

* extra Manga # 
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