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WHAT DO 
you HOPE 

TO GAIN 
FROM 
THIS? 

AND? 

WHY DON'T 
m HAVE 
A LITTLE 

CONTEST? 



INVOLVING 
OUR FORTE, 

NOVELS. 

THE AMATEUR 
SUBMISSIONS 
DEADLINE FOR 

THE SPRING 
EDITION OF 

BUNGEIKATO 
IS AT THE END 

OF THIS MONTH. 

HOWEVER, 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
EXCITING 

ABOUT JUST 
COMPARING 

OUR 
SCORES. 

WE'LL BOTH 
ENTER A 

PIECE, AND 
WHOEVER 

RANKS 
HIGHER 

WINS THE 
MATCH. 

'WELL, 

BUT IF 
YOU DON'T 
ACCEPT MY 

CHALLENGE, 
I'LL JUST 

expose youR 
SECRET TO 

THE WORLD. 

ITMAy 
SEEM 

LIKE I'M 
GIVING 
you AN 
OPTION, 

...MUST 
NEVER 

PICK UP 
A PEN 
AGAIN. 

wHy 
are you 

DOING 

THIS? 



I TRIED 
TO ASCERTAIN 
IF YOUR SKILL 

WAS AUTHENTIC 
By READING 
THE CLUB 

ANTHOLOGY 
BUT yOUR FAST 

WORK WAS 
SUBSTANDARD 

AT BEST. 

since you 
HADN'T WON 
ANyAWARDS 

PRIOR, 

I COULD 
ONLy ASSUME 

THERE'D 
BEEN SOME 

KIND OF 
MISTAKE. 

...your 
SUCCESS 

WAS 
NOTHING 

BUT A 
FLUKE. 

WHAT'S 
GOING ON 

HERE? 



HOW AP- 
IT APPEARS PROPRIATE 

WE'VE FOR THE 
ATTRACTED LITERATURE 

QUITE AN CLUB. 
AMBITIOUS k 

WRITER. y 

REASON 

LIKE you 
WERE 

HAVING A 
BIT 

LIKE TO 
SUBMIT 
FOR AN 
AWARD 

you TWO 
TALKING 

SUBMIS¬ 
SIONS 

CONTEST, 



YOU'LL 
BOTH WRITE 
THE SAME 

GENRE, 
FORMAT, AND 

LENGTH. 

RATHER 
THAN SUBMIT 

FOR AN AWARD, 
WE'LL HAVE THE 

LITERATURE 

CLUB MEMBERS 
READ BOTH 
PIECES AND 

DECIDE WHICH 
IS SUPERIOR. 

WHAT 
SAY 

WE DO 
THIS? 

IN ORDER 

TO PREVENT 
BIAS, NAMES 

WILL BE KEPT 
ANONYMOUS. 



AND 
THE 

TWIST 
IS... 

AND 
WITH 
THAT, 

SERI¬ 
OUSLY 



AND IF 
BY SOME 

CHANCE YOU 
LOSE, I CAN 
JUST TAKE 

THAT UNDER¬ 
CLASSMAN 
OF YOURS 
UNDER MY 
WING IN- 





IT'S 
ABOUT FAVOR 

...YOUR 
NOVEL 
BATTLE 

WITH 
SHIBASAKI- 

KUN. 

A FAVOR 
TO ASK, 
SEMPAI. 

I'M SORRY/ 
I UNDERSTAND 

THAT WHAT 
I'M ASKING IS 

INCREDIBLY 
RUDE, BUT.../ 

BUT 
WHY? ...I CAN 

GET YOU TO 
THROW THE 

MATCH? 
I DON'T 
FOLLOW 











NAH. 



IF THINGS 
GET OVER¬ 
WHELMING, 

DON'T TRY TO 
SHOULDER 

EVERYTHING 
BY YOURSELF, 

OKAY? 

I'LL BE 
THERE TO 

HELP. 

SURE. 
THANKS. 
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RIGHT. 

WE'LL 
TALLY 
THE 

VOTES 
NOW. 



THE 
RULES 

OF 
INTER¬ 

STELLAR 
WARFARE, 

*Wmy4story'sji 
m ELABORATE 

^DESCRIPTIONS 

AND CONVINCING 

§ TONE ARE THE 

EVERY ESSENCE £ 

m'opsci-Fi.w% 

I'LL 
SHOWI 

Wou>^ 

'..JUST y 
*HOW MlllCH 
Mfi'A GAP/ 
WHERE IS 

§BET}VEEN 
gsg OUR \ 
i SKILLS! 

ON THE 

OTHER . 
HAND* HISM 

if storyM 
MwasKjustM 
WA'BENIGN M 

1 SLICE-OF*m 

WUFE FAN^k 
Etasy withM 
[SOME SCI-FI\ 
^ELEMENTS f j 
wmixed'inM 











SENSEI 
WORKS 

ASA 
NOVELIST 

ON THE 
SIDE. 

L 

don>w. 

BECAUSE 
HE USES 
A PSEU- 



THEy WEIGH 
A TON, SO 

I'VE BEEN 

BRINGING 

THEM IN 

BATCHES 

THE PAST 

FEW DAyS. 

HE BEGAN 
SHORTLy 

AFTER 
THE CLUB 

ANTHOLOGy 





INSIDE THE GAME t>ATEt> 

6°T £ TRANSFERRED 
CONFISCATED 

FOR it To BE l. WAITING 

RETURNED v FOREVER 



THE 
CONDITION 

WAS THAT THE 
LOSER HAS 
TO GIVE UP 

WRITING, 

NOW THAT 
I'VE WON AND 
HAVE NOTHING 

TO FEAR 
ANYMORE, I'LL 
DECIDE YOUR 

FATE. 

YOUR 
PUNISH¬ 
MENT... 

...IS TO 
JOIN THE 

LITERATURE 
CLUB. 

BUT WE 
ALL HAVE 

A LOT 
GOING 

ON, TOO, 
Y'KNOW. 

ALSO, 
YOU KEEP 

CALLING US 
THINGS LIKE 

"CHUMMY" OR 
"HAPPY-GO- 

LUCKY," 

I'M SURE 
IT'LL SPICE 
THINGS UP 

AROUND 
HERE IF A 
SKILLED 

WRITER LIKE 
YOU JOINS. 





I'LL 
JOIN, 

OKAY? 





IT ALMOST 
FEELS LIKE 

A WASTE, 
HUH? 

I LIKE IT. 
I THINK 

IT'S A RE¬ 
FRESHING 
LOOK FOR 

HER. 



CHAPTER ^IREUNIONI 

HAVE A 
GOOD 
NIGHT. 

YOU, TOO. 
I'M TAKING 

OFF. 







DOES ' 
IT HAVE 

ANYTHING 
TO DO 

WITH HIM? I 

WHAT 
HAPPENED IT'S 

EXACTLY 
AS YOU 
THINK. 

WITH 
NATSUO- 

KUN? 

THIS 
TRANSFER 

IS MY 
PUNISH¬ 

MENT. 

MY IMMA¬ 
TURITY 

GOT THE 
BETTER 
OF ME... 

FRANKLY, 
I WAS 

PREPARED 
TO BE 
FIRED. 

THE 
CONDITIONS FOR 

KEEPING OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
CONFIDENTIAL 

WERE BREAKING 
IT OFF AND 

ACCEPTING A 
RELOCATION. 

...AND I 
ENDED UP 
GETTING 

HIM IN¬ 
VOLVED. 



SHUU- 
SAN. 

you FELT THE 
SAME AS I DID 

BACK THEN, 
DIDN'T YOU? 

WHEN I 
WAS IN 

HIGH 
SCHOOL, 

IF WE'D 
ENDED UP 
DATING AT 

THE TIME, I 
PROBABLy 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 

ABLE TO 
RESTRAIN 
MySELF, 

BUT 
BECAUSE 

yOU MATURELy 
HANDLED THE 
SITUATION AS 
"HAGIWARA- 

SENSEI," 
I'M ABLE TO 
WORK AS A 
TEACHER 

TODAy. 

you 
KEPT OUR 

RELATIONSHIP 
THAT OF A 

TEACHER AND 
STUDENT. 



IT'S 
GOTTEN 
PRETTY 

LATE. 
WILL you 
BE OKAy 
GETTING 

BACK? 

YEAH. I 
BOOKED A 
ROOM AT 

AN INN UP 
AHEAD. 

I'LL 
GO HOME 

IN THE 
MORNING. 

WELL, 
GOOD 
NIGHT. 

SHUU- 
SAN. 

I'M 
SORRY 

FOR 
WORRYING 

YOU, 

BUT I'M 
FINE, 

REALLY 



x/ you 
ONLY 
SAY 

< THAT 

SHUU 

‘.mm 

...WHEN 
YOU'RE 

ANYTHING 
BUT 

*FINEr 





HE'S 
STILL 

YOUNG, 
you 

KNOW. 

yOU'RE \ 

GOING TO 
HOLD ON 

TO HIM 
FOREVER 

THAT'S WHy, 
I CAN'T 
DEPEND 
on you. 

HE MIGHT 
FALL IN LOVE 
WITH SOME¬ 
ONE ELSE. 







BESIDES, IT ISN'T 
FAIR THAT YOU HAD 

YOU HASUKAWA- 
SENSEI'S GUIDANCE 

ALL ALONG/ 
I'M DEFINITELY 

BETTER IN TERMS 
OF RAW TALENT/ 













I 

CHAPTER 78: WAVERING DETERMINATION 



HELLO 



IF IT'S 
OKAY 
WITH 
you, 

CAN WE 
CHAT FOR 

ABIT? 

TODAy'S 
RECOM¬ 
MENDA¬ 
TION... 

...ISA 
KILIMAN¬ 

JARO- 
BASED 

SPECIAL 
BLEND. 





THEN, 

' THIS 
IS 

ABOUT I 
THERE ARE 

ONLY SO 
MANY THINGS 
WE HAVE TO 
TALK ABOUT. 

...HINA- 
CHAN 
THE 

OTHER 
DAY. 

I WAS 
SHOCKED 
TO HEAR 

SHE'D BEEN 
TRANSFERRED 

ALL OF A 
SUDDEN. 

WHO'D 
HAVE 

THOUGHT 
THINGS 

WOULD END 
UP THIS WAY 

BETWEEN 
THE TWO 

. OF YOU? . 







AND 

WHAT IF 
YOUR 
HARD 

WORK 
NEVER 
PAYS 

OFF? 

...HAVE 
TO KEEP 

WAITING 
FOR YOU 

FOREVER? 

SHOULD 
HINA- 
CHAN 

REALLY 









I'M 
HOME. 

WEL¬ 
COME 
BACK. 
WHAT 
TOOK 

you SO 
LONG? 

OH... 
I RAN INTO 
SOMEONE 

I KNOW AND 
WE ENDED 

UP CHATTING 
FOR A WHILE. 

SORRY, 
BUT I 
DON'T 
NEED 

DINNER 

NAH, IT'S 
NOTHING. 

WHAT'S 
UP? DID 
SOME¬ 
THING 

HAPPEN? 
I'M JUST 
A LITTLE 
TALKED 

OUT. 

I'M PRETTY 
TIRED, SO 
I'M JUST 

GONNA GO 
TO BED. 

WRAP IT 
UP AND 

I'LL EAT IT 
TOMORROW. 



SHE 
HARDLY 

EVEN 
THINKS 
ABOUT 

YOU THESE 

DAYS. 

IT 
SEEMS 
THAT... 

IT'S NOT 
LIKEI WANT 
HER TO STAY 
DEPRESSED 

OVER ME 
FOREVER, 

PEOPLE 
ALWAYS SAY, 

" OUT OF 
SIGHT, OUT 
OF MIND," BUT WAS 

OUR BOND 
SERIOUSLY 

THAT 
FRAGILE?! BUT 





WHEN 
did you 

SNEAK IN 
HERE?/ 

you \ 
SCARED 

THE SHIT 
OUTTA 

\ ME' I 

v ; WELL, THE 
'SWEET AND 

; SOUR PORK 
\CAME out; 

% REALLY ; 
& 'GOOD.; $ 

I TOLD you, 
I'LL EAT 

TOMORROW 

I'M 
NOT 

HUNGRY 
RIGHT 
NOW. 

■. • • .................... 





THANKS. 
IT'S EASIER 

TO EAT LYING 
DOWN THAN 
I THOUGHT. 

IT'S BAD 
MANNERS, 

BUT I'LL 
MAKE AN 
EXCEP¬ 
TION. 

FILLING UP 
ON GOOD 

FOOD HELPS 
CALM you 

DOWN, 
RIGHT? 

I DON'T 
KNOW 

WHAT HAP¬ 
PENED, 

BUT A 
GOOD MEAL 
AND REST 
IS USUALLy 
THE BEST 

PICK-ME-UP. 





...FOR 
TELLING 

ME. — 



PUTTING ASIDE 
WHETHER OR 
NOT WHAT HE 
WAS TELLING 
THE TRUTH, 

EVEN IF By 
SOME CHANCE 
HINA'S REALLY 

OVER YOU, 

WOULD 
THAT STOP 

YOU... 

DO YOU 

WANTTO 

WRITE 

NOVELS? 

...FROM \ 
BECOMING 

A NOVELIST OR DO YOU 

WANTTHE 

STATUS OF A 

NOVELIST? 





CHAPTER 79: BUDDING FEELINGS? 

FOR YOUR 
SAKE...? 

BY THAT, 
DO YOU 

MEAN 
KEEP 

WRITING 

\ J 
C;i W£^ 



AND 
NOVELISTS 

WRITE 
FOR AN 

AUDIENCE, 
RIGHT? 

’ SO, LIKE, ' 
I'M SAYING 

YOU SHOULD 
FOCUS ON 

MORE THAN 
JUST MAKING 

YOUR OWN 
DREAM COME 
TRUE. KNOW 

WHAT I I 
\ MEAN? / 





I GAVE 
IT SOME 

THOUGHT 

I WANTED 
TO DO 
SOME- / 

THING TO 
CHEER 

YOU UP. 

...AND I 
FIGURED 

THIS 
WOULD 
WORK 
BEST. 



SO THEY 
MIGHT BE 
A LITTLE • 
UNDER- 

whelming; 
BUT...% | 

KNOW 

f MY 
BOOBS 
AREN'T 
AS BIG 

AS 
HINA'S, 

IT'S 
BEEN SO 

LONG, 
I'M 

GONNA. 

W®lu m 

OP.N'M 
mmm 





(ffromj] V-unrtiya- 

pubject| (No Subject) 

Vo, flatsuo. fire you free today? 

Vou are? Great. . 
There's a spring festival gomg 
on at the shopping arcade, and 
Lamant has a stall. The boss had 
something come up and we re 
shorthanded, so can you come 

lend us a hand? He said he ll p y 
you. and! thought you could use 

change of pace. Setback to me as 

goon as you can. 
BWBI 
1 











ALMOST 
DONE. STILL 

WORKING 
ON THAT, 

RUI? 

ONE 
COFFEE 

AND 
CREAM 

MOCHA. 

OKAY. 
CAN you 

MAKE 
THREE 

CARAMEL 
LATTES 
AFTER 
THAT? 

RIGHT 

OUR 
COFFEE'S 

PRETTy 
POPULAR. 

THANKS 
FOR 

WAITING. 



THANKS 
FOR WAITING. 

HERE ARE 
YOUR CARAMEL 

LATTES. 



LET'S 
RESTOCK 
WHILE WE 
HAVE THE 
CHANCE. 

YOU'RE 
EASY TO 

READ. 

WERE 
YOU ALL 

RIGHT 
LAST 

NIGHT? 

BOSS WAS 
THE ONE WHO 
TOLD ME TO 

CALL YOU 
OUT HERE 
TODAY. HE 

WAS PRETTY 
WORRIED 

ABOUT YOU. 

YOU LEFT THE 
STORE PRETTY 

DOWN AFTER 
TALKING TO 

SENSEI'S EX. 

Sftib 
ft irrrt.E 
EXff<->SE 

MiCiVtt 
IftKt 
Tfoup. 

[off. 
-VHItKiS. 





you CAN 
GO ON 
BREAK 

NOW, RUI- 





n
ir

ad
M

W
 
•

 







SHE'LL 

SLEEP 
WITH ANY¬ 

ONE WHO 
ASKS! 

























THOSE 
RUMORS 
ABOUT 

you, 
MOMO- 
SEMPAI 

THEY'RE 
NOT TRUE, 

RIGHT? 

NEVER 
MIND/ 

SORRY/ 





WHAT 
DO you 
THINK, 

RIKKUN 











HOW'D you 
LIKE THE 
SAKURA 

CHOCOLATE 
CHIP? 

y-YEAH. 
IT WAS 
GOOD. 

I'VE 
NEVER 

TASTED 
THAT 

FLAVOR 
BEFORE 

I STILL 
HAVEN'T 

ANSWERED 
youR 

QUESTION 

...ABOUT 
WHETHER 

OR NOT 
THAT 

RUMOR 
IS TRUE, 

HUH? 

OH, 
yEAH. 





/ 

^ \ \\ J ...you CAN Mi IMAGINE kT ^\nT \ ' 
r THAT I'M / HER? 







...THAT 
KIND OF 

GIRL, 
Y'KNOW. 

■— 

__y ^ "^WLggniNSCiaiE^ 





MMIBIil 
u 

RIKKUN'S 
NOT HERE 

TODAY, 
EITHER? 

I RAN INTO 
HIM ON THE 
WAY HERE, 

WONDER 
IF HE'S 

GOT SOME¬ 
THING 

PLANNED. 
BUT HE 
SAID HE 
WASN'T 
COMING 
TODAY. 

I WANTED 
TO GIVE 

BACK THE 
MANGA HE 
LENT ME. 





BUT SHE 
ASKED ME 
TO DELIVER 
IT BECAUSE 

OF SOME 
RUMOR GOING 
AROUND THE 
FIRST-YEARS. 

NOT MB! 
IT'S FROM 
KASHIWA- 

BARA- 
SBMPAI! 











n:5! MAKE 

7S' 
telling aw Ay 
YOU TO AGA!a/... 





DOESN'T 
COME 
CLOSE 

TO YOUR 
AWARD 

PIECE: 

HOWEVER, IT 
FEELS LIKE 

THOSE SAME 
SKILLS ARE 

MAKING YOUR 
WORK A LITTLE 

CONTRIVED 
AND TOOTH¬ 

LESS. 

YOUR RANGE ' 
OF EXPRESSION 
AND TECHNICAL 
WRITING SKILLS 
ARE DEFINITELY 

IMPROVING. , 

THE 
PAINFULLY 
REALISTIC 
PHRASING 

AND EXPRES¬ 
SION THAT 
SHINED IN 

YOUR AWARD 
PIECE... 

MADE IT 
FEEL MORE 

LIKE A 
REFLECTION 

OF YOUR 
SOUL. 

I THINK 
THAT'S 
WHERE 
YOUR 

APPEAL 
ASA 

WRITER 
LIES. 



..MB 
COULD BND 
UP GIVING 
YOU A RUN 
FOR YOUR 

MONBy. 



DINNER'S 
READY, 

NATSUO. . 

OH... 
BE DOWN 
IN A SEC. 







: ' :: : ■ : . :: 

BUT 
THEy 

MAKE My 
MOUTH 

FEEL 
LIKE A 

DESERT. 

HOW 
ARE THE 

COOKIES? THERE'S 
NOTHING 

GOOD 
ON TV... THEy'RE 

MEANT TO 
GO WITH 
COFFEE. 

WHAT 
MADE 
you 

OH, 

yEAH. 

| 

I'VE BEEN N 
WONDER¬ 

ING ABOUT 
SOMETHING 

FORA 
WHILE, j 

...WANT TO 
BECOME A 
NOVELIST, 
ANYWAY? 
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C'MON 

AND I 
DON'T 
CARE. 

YOU DRANK 
THE COFFEE 

I MADE 
LAST NIGHT, 

I SAW SOME 
SHAVED ICE 
ON TV THIS 
MORNING 

THAT LOOKED 
REALLY 
GOOD. 

SO? HANG OUT 
WITH ME 
FOR THE 

DAY AS 
THANKS. 

LETTING ' 
YOU DRAG 

ME AROUND 
ALL DAY'S 
A PRETTY 

STEEP 
PRICE FOR 
A CUP OF 
COFFEE! 

WhAT'RE 
PLAN 

NING?! 



your 
OBSERVATION 
SKILLS MUST 

BE PRETTy 
BAD IF yOU 
COULDN'T 

TELL WHERE 
WE WERE 

GOING FROM 
My CLOTHES. 

HANG 
ON A 

SEC... 

when you 
ASKED ME TO 
go with you, 

I FIGURED 
yOU MEANT 

SOMEWHERE 
CLOSE, LIKE 

A LOCAL 
CAFE... 

WHO'D 
EXPECT TO 
HIKE UP A 
MOUNTAIN 
JUST FOR 

DESSERT?! 





H-HEYl 
HOW MUCH 
FARTHER 
ARE WE 
GONNA 
CLIMBf! 

^ WHOA/ 
THIS IS 

IT PRACTI- GREAT/ 
CALLy . 

VANISHES J* 
WHEN IT 
HITS My 

GLAD 
WE 

CAME 
yET? 

TONGUE/ 



; w - 

ISN'T THAT 
WHAT MADE 
YOU FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
BOOKS? 







DOMEGIRL <G -PANEL THEATER 
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...REALLY 
DRIVES HOME 

THE FACT THAT 
WE'LL BE TAK¬ 
ING ENTRANCE 
EXAMS SOON, 

HUH? 

GETTING 
THIS 

FORM... 

NOT 
QUITE. 

MY DAD'S 
TELLING ME TO 

GO TO COLLEGE, 
AND THERE ARE 
SOME FIELDS I 

WANT TO STUDY, 





HUH? ' 
SBMPAI'S 
ACTUALLY 
A GOOD 
STUDENT 

WHAT'S 
WITH 
THAT 

REAC¬ 
TION? 

HOW 
ABOUT 
BECOM¬ 

ING A 
DOCTOR 

PEOPLE ' 
ALWAYS 

TELL ME I 
LOOK LIKE 

I'D WORK AT 
A HOSTESS 

CLUB. I 

YOU'RE 
EASYGOING 
AND HAVE 

GOOD 
INTUITION, 
SO MAYBE 

YOU'D MAKE 
A GOOD 

RESEARCH¬ 
ER? 

YOU COULD 
PROBABLY GET 

INTO A GOOD 
UNIVERSITY 
WITH YOUR 
GRADES, 

KASHIWABARA- 
SAN. 

HMM. IF I 
THEN HAVE TO 

MAYBE CHOOSE, 
A WIFE? 

















WHy DO 
you KEEP 
BUTTING 

IN? 







NOT TO 
MENTION 
I GOT TO 

STUDywiTH 
RUI-CHAN 

AND 
EAT HER 

COOKING/ 

I FEEL LIKE 
TODAY GAVE 
My BRAIN A 

BOOST/ 

THANKS A 
MILLION, 

NAT-CHAN/ 

you SURE? 
THAT 

DEFlNITELy 
DOESN'T 
SOUND 

SMART... 

ACTLy 

...DO 
you LIKE 

ABOUT 
ucp 

ANywXy? 

WOULDN'T 
THAT MAKE- 

TODAY'S 
STUDY 

SESSION 
POINTLESS? 

I'M SO \ 
HAPpyi 

COULD DIE 
TOMORROW 

REGRET- 
FREE/ 





BYANY 
CHANCE, 

mmsmm 
1.hhHi 

ARE you 
GONNA 

BECOME 
MY RIVAL, 

NAT-CHAN? 

JUST 

...HAVBA 
HUNCH: 







IT'S NOT AN 
EASY TASK 
COMING UP 
WITH SOME¬ 
THING THAT 
SURPASS BUT I 

THINK 
IT'S YOUR 

BEST 
WORK 
SINCE 
THEN. 

ES youR 
AWARD 
PIECE, 





WE 
TALKED 

ABOUT MAK¬ 
ING SOME 

TWEAKS AND 
PUBLISHING 

IT ASA 
ONE-SHOT. 

HOW'D 
HE LIKE 

YOUR 
MANU¬ 

SCRIPT? 

[ THAT'S 
V GREAT! 

I GUESS 
THAT HIKE 

HELPED PULL 
YOU OUT OF 
youR SLUMP, 
AFTER ALL. y-yEAH 



you KNOW HOW 
SOMETIMES yOU 

GET JEALOUS 
WATCHING A GOOD 
FRIEND HAVE FUN 

WITH ANOTHER 
FRIEND? HAPPY TO 



MAYBE I 
REALLY DO. 

MAYBE IT'S 
TRUE. 

SNOT TO 
[MENTION?.. 

IT FEELS 
DIFFERENT 

FROM WHEN 
M fell in 
Wove with 
W HINA, 

BUT RUI'S 
BEENBYiMY 
SIDE’EVER ■ : 
SINCEfHINA j 

LEF?T%r^ 

I WON'T 

HOLD BACK 
FOR HINA-NEE 

ANYMORE. 

_ 

WHOA, 
WHOA. 
THAT 

DOESN'T 
MAKE IT 
COOL TO 

LET MYSELF 
GET SIDE¬ 
TRACKED! 

EVEN , 
THOUGH 

WE BROKE 
. UP... / 



LET'S SAY RUI 
AND I START 
DATING FOR , 

REAL... j 

v. NATrcMAH,::::::: 

' You TRAITOR/X;; LpointJ 

2. 
SHE’S MY 
FRIEND’S 
CRUSH. 





IT'S GONNA 
TAKE ME A 
BIT TO GET 

READY, 

SO 
GO ON 

WITHOUT 
ME/ 

JUST TRY 
NOT TO 

BE LATE, 
OKAY? 

fjJlKmijSAID, 

THEN MY 

FEELINGS 

FOR HER 
THE MOREfl-GEimm 

TO KNOW HERfANum 
SPEND TIME W/THfHERA 
i the more rmfWm 

IN LOVE WITH HER/- ' 

WmrnMGASEj 
wfimsmVbiD 
WHEmsIMUCHi 
Ksteoss i&lEM 

...SHOULD 

JUST FADE 

AWAY! 









if you 

HATE 

ME THAT 

MUCH, 

THEN 
SUIT 

YOUR¬ 
SELF! 



RUI- 
CHAN 

SURE IS 
LATE. 

SHE 
HASN 
CALLED 
EITHER 



f SHE 1 
WON'T 

ANSWER 
HER 

. PHONE. WHERE 
THE 

HELL 
DID 
SHE 
GO? 

WAS 
SHE MAD 

ENOUGH TO 
RUNAWAY 

FROM 
HOME? 

BUT IF I 
CAN'T FIND 

HER BY 
MIDNIGHT, 
I SHOULD 
CALL THE 

POL- 







DON'T 
MAKE 
ME... 

...ANY 
MORE 

CONFLICT¬ 
ED THAN I 
ALREADY 

AM! 

- 











PLEASE 
MAKE IT 

BACK 
BEFORE 

THEY 
WAKE UP. 



TRANSLATION NOT3S 

BARUSU, PAGE 51 

"Barusu" ("Balse" in the English dub) is the incantation used to destroy the 

flying castle Laputa in the Studio Ghibli film Castle in the Sky. The spelling 

was kept as “barusu” so that it still functioned as an anagram of Subaru. 

FUMIN & BATH ROMAN, PAGE 51 

Fumie Hosokawa, also known as Fumin, is a Japanese entertainer who was 

featured in a long line of commercials for the Bath Roman brand of bath 

products between 1996-2005. 
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